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Hoppy new year, boys and girls! Gone is another
year and the New Year has arrived. Do you
know there is another name for The Chinese New
" = L ) Year? Yes, it is also known as the Spring Festival. You
must think that the spring of this new year began on
22 January 2023 when you were busy collecting red packets while
saying “Kung Hei Fat Choy" to parents and relatfives during the
Chinese New Year days. To your surprise, the actual start of the
spring(FEE#EEXRIE  E_tHEHIET (@) of the Year of the
Rabbit this year fell on 4 February 2023. Do you have any classmates
who have got new siblings born before this first Saturday of February?
Tell your class friends that their little brothers or sisters are sfill “tiger
babies" if they were born before 4 February 2023. Why? It is because
the beginning of the Year of the Rabbitf started on this date. In other
words, the period from 22 January to 3 February was still in the Year
of the Tiger.

The Year of the Rabbit is a special year in the Lunar Calendar.
Itis a leap year(E%) with a total of 384 days divided into 13 months
stretching from 22 January 2023 to 9 February 2024. It is also a year
with 2 Starts of the Spring — one at the beginning, 4 February 2023, and
one at the end, 4 February 2024, of the Year of the Rabbit. This is
why some people call the Year of the Rabbit a double-spring-leap-
month year(2=55H). Wow! What an amazing and fun game of
the Lunar Calendar! According fo the Chinese fraditions, such a
year is a very good sign of good fortune and great for loved ones
to get married! Watch out! Some of your senior cousins may be
getting married this year. That means you stand a good chance to
savour a yummy roasted suckling pig this year at a wedding banquet.
Ask your parents. Perhaps their wedding was also in a double-spring-
leap-month year( = 5). How does the lunar calendar work to
divide time into months and years? Go ask your science teacher.
He may also tell you more details about the Gregorian calendar,
which is the civil calendar internationally used today.

China has long been a nation of agriculture and farming has
been the lifeline of many people. For this reason, in order to make
a wish for a big harvest in autumn, there are some folk activities
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such as making sacrifices to the God of Spring(R1E&#), who is in
charge of agriculture, and whipping the Spring Ox, which is made
out of bamboo strips, wooden sticks and paper. You may not be
interested in these traditions, but think about this. Without farmers
working hard in the sun on the paddy fields, how can we enjoy bowls
of yummy rice and lip-smacking rice rolls with beef or char-siew
(roasted pork) today? So, please do not waste food and make
sure you finish everything in your lunch box at school.

The spring is not just a season for flowers to bloom and leaves
to emerge on twigs again. It is also a season for us to bite. What?
How can we bite the spring? You do and you did, my boys and
girls. Still remember the crispy spring rolls you enjoy when you go
yum-cha with your parents? This is actually a fradition of the
Chinese people o welcome the Start of the Spring. Are spring rolls
what you love most among all Cantonese dim-sums? Don'f forget
the Start of the Spring when you bite it next fime!

There are still many fun things about the Start of the Spring. Talk
with your teachers and parents and they will tell you more. Boys
and girls, the spring is also an important time for you. There is a
Chinese saying that if you plan well in the spring, you will enjoy the
whole year with your efforts rewarded. What is your dream in the
Year of the Rabbit? Do you want your academic performance leap
forward as the rabbits do? Work out your plan with your parents
and class teachers now!

May | wish you all a happy and rewarding year in 2023!
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